County Government (Ireland) Bill. 


AKBANGEMENT OE 0LAIJ8BS. 


Clause. 

1. Coimcils established in each county. 

2. Each barony to elect three members of council. 

3. One-third part of council to retire every year. 

4. Every person on last list of ratepayers and ocsspayers to 

be eligible for election. 

6. Qualification of electors. 

6. Peers and women entitled to vote. 

7. Election regulations. 

8. Application of Corrupt Practices Act. 

9. Election expenses. 

10. Election of five justices as members of county council. 

11. Constabulary to post notices. 

12. Regulation of boundaries. 

13. Appointment of polling places. 

14. Councils to be corporations. 

16. Powers of councils. 

16. Powers of grand juries aud other bodies abolished. 

17. Property to vest in couhciIb. 

18. Contracts to continue in force. 

19. Transfer to county council of licensing powers as respects 

intoxicating liquors. 

20. Transfer to county council of regulations in respect of fairs 

and markets. 

21. Council, &c. not to be interested in any 'contract or hold 

office of profit under the council. 

22. Nomination of sheri&. 

23. Meetings of county councils. 

24. Election of chaimian and vice-chairman. 
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District Councils. 

Clause. 

25. Eatablishinent of district councils. 

26. Area of county districts. 

27. Area of electoral divisions. 

28. Qualification of electors. 

29. Number of members of district councils. 

30. Election regulations. 

31. Election of fire justices as members of district council. 

32. Who can be members of council. 

33. Powers and duties of council. 

34. Transfer of presentment sessions business to council. 

35. Transfer of dog licenses to county council. 

86. Restriction on Local Government Board. 

87. Consent of county council to supersession of district 

council. 

38. Transfer of powers from Local Government Board to councils. 

39. Saving of rights of town authorities. 

40. Establishment of baths, &o. in towns. 

41. Extension of municipal suffrage. 

42. Penalties to be recoTered. 

43. Application of penalties. 

44. Eivision of county rates and town rates between owner and 

occupier. 

45. Costs of promoting or opposing parliamentary and other 

proceedings for benefit of inhabitants to be charged on 
borough and local funds, except in certain cases. 

46. Saving of rights of existing officials. 

47. Short title, 

48. Definition. 
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A 

BILL 


FOR 

The better Government of Counties in Ireland. a.d. isss. 

B e it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 


6 Part I. 

County Councils. 

1 . On and after the first day of January next, there shall be in Councils 
every county in Ireland a county council, to be constituted in fs^blislied 
manner herein-aftcr mentioned. county. 

10 2. On the first Monday in Deoeinhcr in this present year, the Each barony 

electors of each barony shall elect in manner herein- after ti*roe 

mentioned three fit and proper persons to he members of such council” ° 
county council, and on the same Monday in December one ihouscmd 
eight hundred and eighty-nine, and in every succeeding year, each 
16 barony shall elect one member of such council. 

3. One of the three members for each barony first elected shall One-third 
retire every year, the first and second amongst those first elected 
to retire being determined by lot, and thereafter the member who retire every 
shall have been longest in office, reckoning from his last election, 

20 shall he the one to retire. 


4. Every person whose name appears on the last made rate for Every person 

the relief of the poor and on the last list of payere of county cess ^ 

■V A •' •'of ratepayers 

shall he capable of being- elected a memher of a county council ; uudeeas- 
provided that if at any time the qarae of any member of a 
25 county council shall cease to appear on the list of ratepayers and for election, 
cess payers, such memher shall ipso facto he disqualified to act as 
memher of a county council. 

[Bill 6.] A 
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5 . The electors of each barony shall each year he those who are 

entitled to vote in that year at parliamentary elections, and at 
the first election of members of the county councils each elector 
shall be entitled to vote for the full number of members to be 
elected ; provided always, that no elector shall be entitled to give 5 
more than one vote for each member to be elected or to vote in 
more than one barony or one county. For the pui'poses of elections 
held under this Act the revising barrister shall be bound to add to 
the list ot electors by parliamentary poUmg districts the list of 
electors by baronies. 10 

6. Persons who if they were not peers would be qualified to vote 
at elections of members of Parliament, and women who would be 
entitled to vote for poor hiw guardians, shall be entitled to vote 
at the election of a member of a county council ; and a list of such 
persons shall bo added each year by the revising barristers to the 15 
list of parliamentary voters for each county. 

7 . AH elections of memhei’s of county councils shall he held in 
the same manner as elections of members of Parliament, and shall 
be regulated by the Ballot Act, 1872, so far as the said Act relates 

to the mode of election of mombors of Parliament; provided that 20 
the clauses and provisions of said Act where they are inconsistent 
with this Act shall not apply to the elections to be held under this 
Act. 

8. The provisions of the Corrupt and Illegal Practices 
Preventions Act, 1883, so far as the said Act applies to Ireland, 25 
shall be applicable to the election of members of the county 
councils. 

9. The expenses of returning officers at the election of a member 
or members of a county council shall be defrayed by the council 
out of the cormty rate ; provided that any candidate who fads to 30 
poll at least one-fourth of the total number of electors in the 
barony for which he seeks to be elected shall defray the entire 
amount of such expenses. 

10 . In addition to the members of the county council elected as 
herein-before provided, five persons, to sit for three years as 35 
members of the county council of each county, shall be elected / 
f i’om the justi ces of the peace for such county by the justices of 
the peace for the county on the day next following the election 

of the other members of the county council. The election of such 
members shall take place at the end of every three years after the 40 
first election. 
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11. The retiirning officer shall be entitled to require the con- 
stabulary of the county in which any election may take place to 
post all notices required to he given for the carrying out of this 
Act. 

5 12. As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this 

Act the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council shall, for the purposes 
of representation in tiie county council, by an Order in Council, 
direct that the boundaries of the baronies in every county in which 
the number of baronies is less than ten, shall bo varied so as to 
].0 increase the number of baronies in every such county to ten, and 
the ratepayers of any barony to which such order applies shall, for 
all purposes of the election, he deemed to be ratepayers of the 
barony to which they are by such order annexed. 

13. At the first election of members of the coimty council, the 
15 polling shall be at the place in which the presentment sessions for 

the barony are at present held. At all succeeding elections, the 
county councils shah have power to appoint other polling places 
for each barony, and the regulations ha’ein made for the first 
election shall continue in force until the county council shall have 
20 made byelaws regulating such elections. 

Poioei'8 of County Councils. 

14. Each county council elected in the manner herein-hefore 
dc^exfibed shall have pei*petual succession by the name and title 
of the council of the county for which it is elected. It shall be 

25 capable of suing and being sued, shall have a common seal, be 
capable of acquiring and holding land, have the power of making 
byelaws, and appointing such officers, subject to the approval of 
the Local Government Board, as to it may seem fit, and shall have 
and enjoy and he subject to aU such rights, powers, and restric- 
30 tions as by law belong to municipal bodies corporate. Provided 
always, that no byelaws so made by the council shall have any 
force or efEect unless and until same shall be allowed by the Local 
Government Board, which allowance shall not be giyen until a 
period of twenty-one days after a copy of such byelaws has been 
35 published under the common seal of the council; and imme- 
diately on any byelaw being passed by the council, same shall 
be printed, and a printed copy of same shall be kept in the 
office of the council to be inspected by any one who shall desire so 
to do. 

4Q 15. Erom and after the first day of Jamuwry next the council 
of each county shall he capable of exercising, and shall have and 
[6.] A 2 
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exercise all such powers, duties, and authorities in relation 
to all matters, acta, and things which may now he lawfully 
done by — 

(1.) the grand jury ; 

(2.) the boards of district lunatic asylums where such exist in 6 
any county ; 

(3.) the town authorities established under the following Acts, 

9 Geo. 4. c. 82 and 17 & 18 Viet. e. 103, save where such 
authorities exist in towns which contained according to the 
census of one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one a 10 
population of over two thousand : 

and the county council shall as respects the business of this Act 
transferred to it from the grand jury, the boards of district lunatic 
asylums, and the town authorities aforesaid, shall have and be 
subject to aU the powers, duties, and liabilities which the grand 16 
jury, the boards of district lunatic asylums, and the town 
authorities as aforesaid had or were subject to in respect of the 
business so transferred : 

Provided that nothing in this Act contained shall affect the 
power of the grand jury to find indictments, 20 

16. Prom and after ihe first day of January next it shall not ho 
lawful for miy grand jury of a county, of a county of a city, or 
of a eormty of a town, or for any board of district lunatic asylums, 
or for any town authority as herein-before specified, to do any 
matter, act, or thing in relation to the business transferred as 25 
aforesaid to the county councils, and from and after the aforesaid 
day, all the powers, duties, liabilities of the grand jury, the boards 

of district lunatic asylums, and the town authorities aforesaid in 
respect of the business transferred from them as aforesaid, shall 
absolutely cease and determine. 30 

17. Prom and after the first day of January next, all property 

of what nature or kind whatsoever, which is now held by any 
grand jury, board of district lunatic asylums, or town authority 
as aforesaid, shall be and become the property of the county 
council of each county respectively. 36 

18. No contract heretofore entered into by or with or on behalf 
of any grand jury, any board of district lunatic asylum, or any 
town authority as aforesaid, shall be in any manner affected or 
impaired by anything in this Act contained, but all such contracts, 
and all rights or liabilities arising therefrom, shall remain in full 40 
force and effect; and the county council shall, as to aU such 
contracts and rights and liabilities, be in the same position as if the 
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contract had been made by or with it, or in trust for it, instead of A.D. 1888 . 

by or with the several bodies as aforesaid, and it shall have, in 

relation to all such conti*acts and matters, the same power as any 
of the bodies aforesaid would have had if this Act had not been 
5 passed. 

19. On the appointed day, all such powers, duties, and Transfer to 
liabilities with respect to the granting of licenses for houses and “aSof 
premises for the sale of any intoxicating liquor as are vested in licensing 
the county court judge and in the justices of a county, shall be 
10 transferred to the coimoil of such county ; and where the justices intoxicating 
at the annual licensing petty sessions refuse to sign a certificate 
of renewal of any license for houses or premises for the sale of any 
intoxicating liquor, any person who feels aggrieved by such refusal 
may appeal therefrom to the county council, and the county 
15 council, or such committee thereof as it may appoint to consider 
such appeal, shall have power to hear and determine such appeal, 
and for the purposes thereof shall have all the powers which may 
be exercised by the county court at the date of the passing of this 
Act. 

20 20. On the day appointed aU such powers and duties in reference xransfer 

to the regulation of fairs and markets and the collection of tolls to couuty 
thereat, as at the time of the passing of this Act are vested in and 
exercised by , shall be transferred to the county in respect of 

council : provided that no regulation made by the county oormcil 
25 shall he valid if it contravenes any right of the Crown in respect 
of the holding of fairs and markets. 

21. No member of the county couacil, or any of their officers or connoU, &c. 
servants, shall he directly or indirectly concerned in or liave any not to be in- 
interest in any contract for any work, or the supply of any matter contract 
30 or thing to be paid for out of the county fund ; and no members of or hold 
the council shall be appointed to or hold any office or place of 
profit under the council, or receive any emolument out of the cotmeiL 
county fund ; and if any member of the council shall offend herein, 
he shall be incapable of continuing a member of the council, and 
35 his place in the same shall be vacant ; and he shall be liable to a 
penalty of one hundred pounds, to be recovered, with full costs of 
suit, in an action in any one of the superior courts of law at suit 
of the county council, or, if the council shall not commence such 
action within one month after a notice shall be delivered to the 
secretary, signed by any three ratepayers, calling on them to bring 
such action, then at the suit of any ratepayer who will sue for the 
same within three months. 
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22. The county council for every county shall at the meeting 
such council which shall take place next before the first day of 
December in every year, after the present year select three persons 
qualified to fill the office of sheriff for such county, and shall, 
within fourteen days thereafter, notify to the Lord Lieutenant of 5 
Ireland the names of the pensons so selected, and the Lord 
Lieutenant shall within seven days from the. receipt by him of 
such notification appoint one of the persons so selected to execute 
the office of sheriff for such county, with the like duties and powers 
as the sheriff or person fiUling the office of sheriff would have had 10 
if this Act had not passed, and the person so appointed shall on 
the ensuing first day of January, or so soon thereafter as he shall 
have taken the oaths now required by law, liave and exercise the 
said office of sheriff until Iiis successor shall have been appointed 
and likewise taken the oaths required by law. X 5 

In case any county council shall in any year neglect or refuse 
to select three persons qualified to fill the office of sheriff, and to 
notify the names of the persons so selected to the Lord Lieutenant 
on the day or within the time, and in manner provided by this Act, 
it shall bo lawful for the Lord Lieutenant at any time before the 20 
(dateejith day of December Ih&o. next ensuing to appoint a fit person 
to be such sheriff, and every person so appointed shall, as soon as 
he shall have taken the oaths now required by law, have and 
exercise all the powers, privileges and duties pertaining to a sheriff 
appointed under this Act. 25 

If any person appointed sheriff under this Act shall become 
incapable of acting before he enters on his office, or shall die or he 
superseded, the coimcil to which the appointment of such sheriff 
belongs shall, vdthin one week after notice of the sheriff being 
superseded, or of a vacancy, death or incapacity as aforesaid, at a 30 
meeting duly convened for that purpose, select three persons qualified 
to fill the said vacancy, and shall, within seven days thereafter, 
notify to the Lord Lieutenant the names of the persons so selected, 
and the Lord lieutenant shall within seven days from the receipt 
by him of such notification, appoint one of the persons so selected 35 
to fill the said vacancy, or be in the room of the person who has 
died or been superseded or become incapable. 

A person shall not by reason of being appointed sheriff for any 
county he disqualified from being a member of the council for such 
county ; nor shall a person be disqualified from being appointed 40 
sheriff for any county by reason of his being a member of the 
county council for such county. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[51 ViCT.] Comty Qwerrmmt {Irelmd). 7 

; 23. The council of each county shall assemble on the first 

Monday in the month of January every year. Its first meetiuo- 
shall be held at noon in the grand jury room of the county court- 
house, and its subsequent meetings at such place in the county 
6 and on such days as it may from time to time appoint, 

24. The county council shall at its first meeting in each year 
elect a member of the council to be chairman, and another to be 
vice-chairman for the ensuing year, and may at any meeting duly 
convened, fill up a vacancy arising in either of such offices. The 
10 presiding officer of the eouncil shall have an additional or casting 
vote in case of an equality of votes at the council. 


Paet II. 

Bisteict Councils. 

25. Every county shall be divided into county districts, and 
15 there shall, on and after a day to be appointed by the county 

council, be a district council in each district. 

26. Such districts shall he as defined by the county council, 
and shall be, as nearly as practicable, conterminous with the 
existing poor law unions. 

20 27. Each district shall be divided by the coimty council into 

electoral divisions, which shall be, as nearly as practicable, con- 
terminous with the existing electoral divisions of the existing poor 
law unions. 

28. The persons entitled to vote in the election of members for 
25 the district council shall be those who would be qualified to vote in 

the election of members for a county council, and shall elect the 
members for the district council in the manner herein-before 
provided for the election of members for the county council, and 
subject to all the provisions in this Act for the election of members 
30 for the county counciL 

29. The electors of each electoral division shall elect as fit 
and proper persons to be members for the distiict council twice the 
number of persons for each electoral division which such electoral 
divisiou was at the time of the passing of this Act entitled to elect 

35 as members of a board of poor law guardians. Each elector may 
vote for the full number of members for the district councils to be 
elected ; but no elector shall give more than one vote, or vote in 
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more than one electoral division, or in more than one district or 
county. 

30. The memhers of the district council shall be elected on the 
first Monday in March in every year after the present year. One- 
half of the members of each district council shall retire every year, 6 
the persons first to retire being determined by lot, and thereafter 
the members who shall have been longest in office, reckoning from 
their last election, sh^ be tliose to retire. 

31. In addition to the members of the district council elected as 
herein-before provided, five persons, to sit for three years as lo 
members of the district council, shall he elected from the justices 

of the peace residing or rated for property within the district by 
the justices of the peace for the county on the day next following 
the election of the other members of the district council. The 
election of such members shall take place at the end of every three 16 
years after the first election. 

32 . Every person capable of being elected member of a county 

council shall be capable of being elected member of a district 
council, and no other. Each district council shall meet at such 
times and in such places as the county council may direct. 20 

Poioers and Duties of the District Councils. 

33. Thei’e shall on a day to be appointed by the county council 
be transferred* to the district council for each district the powers, 
duties, property, debts, and liabilities of the board of guard^ns for 
the poor law union corresponding with such district; and such 26 
board of guardians shall cease to exist and the dktrict council shall 

be deemed to be in law the successors of such board of guardians : 
Provided that the district council and the authority of any town or 
borough ].raving a population of over two thousand, may, with the 
consent of the county council, arrange for the exercise by the 30 
authority of any town or borough of all or any of its powers or 
duties as a sanitary authority within the boundaries of such town 
or borough. 

34. Prom and after a day to be appointed by the county council 
all the powers exercised and duties performed at the presentment 36 
sessions shall be exercised and performed by the district council at 
such times and in such manner as the county council may direct. 

35. On the day appointed all such powers and duties with 
respect to the issuing of licenses for keeping dogs as at the time of 
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the passing of this Act shall he vested in any other authority shall a.D. 1888 . 
he transferred to the district council. 

36. Notwithstanding anything contained in the hrst and second Restriction 
Victoria, chapter fifty-six and the thirty-fifth and thirty-sixth 6ove,“m(jnt 

5 Victoria, chapter sixty-nine, it shall not be lawful for the Local Board. 
Government Board to supersede any district council without the 
consent of tlie county council. 

37. When the Local Groverumont Board proposes to supersede Consent of 
a district council in any county the Local Government Board shall 

10 require the secretary of the county council of such county to sii pci's civsion 
summon a special meeting of the county council to he held within 
twenty-one days for the purpose of considering such proposal. 

In event of the disapproval by the county council of the proposal 
to supersede a district council not being signified to the Local 
15 Government Board within thirty-days of the date of their requisition 
to the secretary of the county council for a special meeting as 
aforesaid, the consent of the county council to such proposition 
shall be assumed, and the Local Govomment Boai’d shall bo 
entitled to supersede the district council in the same manner as if 
20 such consent had been formally obtained. 

38. The Lord Lieutenant in Council may, on the application of Transfevof 
the county council, transfer to the county council any of the powers 

and duties which devolve on the Local Government Board in Government 
relation to the district councils. Board to 


25 Part III. 

Municipal Corporations. 

39. Nothing in this Act contained shall be deemed to deprive Saving of 
any town autliorities- in Ireland, in towns having a population of 

over two thousand inhabitants, of any of the powers exercised by ritiea. 

30 them at the time of the passing of this Act. 

40. The provisions of any act for the establishment and main- 
teuance of baths and washhouses and of public libraries shall be Tjatbs, &c. 
applicable to towns in which town authorities are or may be in towns.] 
established under the Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1864. 

36 41. On and after the passing of this Act the persona entitled to Extension of 

vote for a member of a municipal corporation or town commission 
shall be those who would be qualified to vote for members of a 
county council. 


[6.] B 
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Part IY. 

General Provisions. 

42 . All penalties imposed by any byelaw made tmder this Act 
shall be recoverable in tbe manner provided by the Petty Sessions 
(Ireland) Act, 1851 ; and all proceedings in relation thereto shall 6 
he subject to and in accordance with the provisions of that Act. 

43 . All penalties imposed at any petty sessions within the county 
or borough, whether for offences against any byelaw or under any 
law or statute, shall, unless so far as same are payable to any 
private individual, be paid over to the credit of the county or 10 
borough fund mspectively. 

• 44 . All county rates and all rates made and payable under tbe 
Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1864, shall be payable in equal 
shares by the owners and occupiers of rateable property in the 
same manner as the rate for the relief of the poor. 16 

45 . When in tbe judgment of a county council or a municipal 
corporation it is expedient for such council or corporation to 
promote or oppose any local and personal Bill or Bills in Parlia- 
ment, or to prosecute or defend any legal proceedings necessary for 
the promotion or protection of the interests of the inhabitants of 20 
the district, it shall be lawful for such council or corporation 

to apply the county or borough fund respectively, or other the 
public funds or rates under the control of such council or corpo- 
ration, to the payment of the costs and expenses attending the 
same ; and when there are several funds or rates under the control 26 
of such council or corporation, such council or corporation shall 
determine out of which fund or funds, rate or rates, such expense 
shall be payable, and in what proportions : Provided that nothing 
in this Act contamed shall authorise any council or corporation to 
promote any Bill in Parliament for the establishment of any gas or 30 
water works to compete with any existing gas or water company 
established under any Act of Parliament ; Provided that no powers 
contained in this section shall apply in any case where the pro- 
motion of or opposition to a Bill by a council or corporation has 
been decided by Parliament to be um’easonable or vexatious. 

46 . All persons who at the passmg of this Act shall be officials 
of any body whose powers are transferred to county councils or 
districts councils under this Act, shall continue to hold office and 
shall be entitled to the same salaries, pensions, and superannuation 
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allowances as heretofore, and shall be liable to perforin the same or a..d. 1888. 

analogous duties as heretofore. 

pTOTided always that any county council or district council shall 
have power, with the approval of the Local Government Board, 

6 to abolish any office, or to consolidate two or more offices, on 
payment to the official or officials who may be discharged from his, 
her, or their employment, by reason of such abolition or consolida- 
tion, of such sum by way of compensation as may be fixed by the 
Local Government Board. 


10 47. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the County Short title. 

Government (Ireland) Act. 

48. The term “ town authority ” in this Act means any municipal Definition, 
corporation, urban authority, town council, or any body of com- 
missioners formed under the Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 

15 1854, or under a special Act. 
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